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Abstract 
Professional communication among library and information professionals worldwide occurs through 
various channels and institutions. Two committees of different associations, the BI‐International 
(Germany) and IFLA Education & Training Section, offer programs to promote international 
professional exchange. A third element in internationalizing LIS professionals, BOBCATSSS, sponsored 
by the European Association for Library and Information Education and Research (EUCLID), is also 
discussed.  

The paper is presented in two parts: the first will give a brief overview of the three organizations, BI‐
International, BOBCATSSS, and IFLA’s SET and their programs and main objectives. The second part 
will present current projects, such as the “Adopt a student!” program and the “IFLA Library and 
Information Science (LIS) Student Paper Award” program, both coordinated by SET to prepare and 
encourage the new LIS Generation to participate in IFLA activities and to be informed about current 
development in the field of LIS (for further information please visit http://www.ifla.org/en/set). 

------------------------------- 
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Importance of professional communication and exchange 
One of the main issues of LIS (Library and Information Science) is “Information”. Information 
requires communication. Information and communication are two pillars on which libraries are 
based. Our former IFLA president Claudia Lux’s motto “Libraries on the Agenda!” was about 
information and communication. It was about not only doing a good job inside the walls of your own 
library. It was about discussing and speaking about your goals, your ideas, your visions to those 
outside the walls of your library. 

To do a good job in one’s home library is o.k. But communication with colleagues outside one’s own 
library, participating in national and international networks, thinking outside the box, looking 
beyond one´s own nose, will bring new ideas, surprising experiences, and – last but not least – 
friends! Participation in international networks is the first step to internationalize an upcoming 
career. 

Against that background it is important to encourage the upcoming new LIS generation to go out in 
the international world of librarianship, attend international conferences, participate in international 
networks, and ask for internships far from home. After that they will come home with a lot of new 
ideas, visions, and goals. They will benefit not only in their professional career but in their life. 

Fostering international exchange – three examples 

Germany: BI-International 
 

BI‐International (BII)1  is the standing committee of Bibliothek & Information Deutschland (BID), the 
Federal Association of German Library and Information Associations. BI‐International (BII) supports 
international relations and cooperation and the exchange of library and information specialists in 
Germany and abroad. The primary aim is the exchange of experience, knowledge and ideas, to 
promote further education, professional training and mutual exchange, as well as to create and 
develop international contact networks. 

BI‐International’s work is primarily project‐focused and based on German government (federal and 
state) funds. Among other things the BII grant program includes promotion of young professionals 
through both supporting German visits abroad and visits of young professionals from abroad to 
Germany. There are also partnerships with the Goethe‐Institut, the German Society for Information 
Science and Practice (DGI), and the German National Library to encourage cooperative exchanges for 
young information professionals. 

The BI‐International grant program provides also financial support for group study excursions to 
Germany and to other countries. The objective of such a visit is to understand the structure and 
organization of the library sector of the visited country. 

Furthermore, Library professionals and information/documentation centre staff are given financial 
support for their participation in conferences and congresses. 

                                                            
1 http://www.bi‐international.de/ 
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By financial backing of field‐related research projects BI‐International aims to support new trends in 
library and information fields with regard to the following topics: lobbying activities, intercultural 
library activities, change management, demographic change, digitization and long‐term 
conservation, Information literacy, public‐private partnership, preservation and collection 
management. 

The BI‐International grant program includes promotion of young professionals by providing grants 
which enable students and young professionals to participate in international events related to 
library and information science issues. One example of such an event is the annual European 
students BOBCATSSS conference.  

Due to the financial assistance of BI‐International students of the Hannover University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts have been able to visit several universities in Moscow. In return BI‐International 
has supported students and lecturers of the University of Warsaw to visit the Hannover University of 
Applied Sciences and Arts. Moreover Lithuanian students were given the opportunity of an 
internship at the Phantastische Bibliothek Wetzlar (The Fantasy Literature Library of Wetzlar). In the 
context of their education for senior positions in libraries, German volunteer librarians are eligible to 
apply for financial support to participate in professional visits abroad.  

This year BI‐International designed its own scholarship program “IFLA Express”. This new program 
enables five students, volunteers and young professionals to attend the 2010 IFLA Conference in 
Gothenburg, Sweden. They will serve with the team of IFLA Express translators but will also spend 
time to visit the conference sessions and events. 

Europe: BOBCATSSS 
BOBCATSSS is an annual symposium responsibly organized, managed and provided by students from 
an Eastern and a Western European university. BOBCATSSS deals with all relevant issues regarding 
library and information science. Target groups are information specialists, students, teachers in the 
field of Library and Information Education and Research and employees of libraries and information 
departments. BOBCATSSS is a European conference, but there are more and more participants 
coming from North America, Africa, and other continents. 

The name BOBCATSSS is an acronym. It stands for the first letters of the cities of the universities that 
initiated the BOBCATSSS symposium in 1993: Budapest, Oslo, Barcelona, Copenhagen, Amsterdam, 
Tampere, Stuttgart, Szombathely and Sheffield. BOBCATSSS works under the umbrella of EUCLID 
(European Association for Library and Information Education and Research, http://euclid.hio.no/). 
Today BOBCATSSS represents twenty‐five LIS schools in nineteen countries all over Europe. 

It is unique that teams of students, supervised by academics, plan and implement both the content 
and the management of the symposium as a part of their studies. The students are responsible for 
every aspect of arranging the conference, from marketing and financing to logistics and abstract and 
paper reviewing. This involvement in working in teams with students from other European countries 
is very beneficial to the students who participate. 

Usually students can get credits for their work experiences with BOBCATSSS as a part of their 
studies. The general topics of the conferences for example “The Role of Libraries Today, Tomorrow 
and Beyond” (1993), “Intellectual Property versus The Right to Knowledge” (2000) or “Bridging the 
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Digital Divide – Libraries providing access for all?” (2010) reflect the purpose of the symposium: 
connecting library and information professionals as well as teachers, researchers and students in 
Information and Library Science to discuss current library issues and trends, as well as developments 
in LIS education and research. 

It was in 2006 when students from the Berlin School of Library and Information Science visited as 
first‐timers the BOBCATSSS symposium, successfully presenting a paper about the results of a class 
project titled „Turning an Idea into a Book”. They enjoyed the conference very much. From that time 
on they were eager not only to visit the future conferences but to organize one 2 years later in 2008 
with an international team of students from Potsdam (Germany), and from Croatia. Since that time 
there is a growing number of students from Berlin visiting BOBCATSSS and presenting their papers, 
making friends from all over the world, and getting experience in international networking. Once 
“infected” with the international “virus” they obtained a broader view of librarianship! Some of 
them are now eager to join the IFLA “family” – for further details please ask Sebastian Wilke, the 
NPSIG convenor! 

BOBCATSSS 2011 will take place in Szombathely , Hungary, January 31st ‐ February 2nd, 2011, 
organized by LIS students from Hungary, Norway and Austria. The theme for the conference will be 
"Finding new ways" – a very good motto for New Professionals in Library and Information Science! 
For further information please visit: /. http://bobcatsss2011.com 

International: IFLA Section Education & Training 
The Section focuses on education and training for library and information science professionals. It is 
also keen to encourage LIS students to participate in IFLA conferences. Education and training for 
library and information services concerns all IFLA Divisions and requires cooperation with them and 
other international and inter‐regional associations which have a related mission. 

The section is in complete agreement with both the former IFLA president Claudia Lux and the 
current president Ellen Tise as well as with the whole Governing Board that we all should try to draw 
LIS students attention to IFLA’s activities and network. 

Therefore the Standing Committee created two programs to enable LIS students to take part in the 
worldwide IFLA network. Both programs were warmly received and endorsed by prior and current 
IFLA presidents and IFLA Governing boards. 

IFLA LIS Student Paper Award 
The idea of the IFLA LIS Student Paper Award was born at the IFLA conference 2007 in Durban, South 
Africa. It took some time to establish it and to find sponsors to finance it. The initial start‐up was 
given by the IFLA Governing board itself through sponsoring a certain amount for the first award. 
This helped to convince additional sponsors like the German library supplier ekz.bibliotheksservice 
GmbH who sponsored an additional amount for the award in 2009 and 2010. 

The objectives of the Award are to: 

• To encourage LIS students to submit papers addressing the current IFLA World Library and 
Information Congress theme, 

• To reward the best LIS student paper submission for the IFLA Congress each year, 
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• To give LIS students the opportunity to take part in an IFLA Congress, 

• To give LIS students the chance to learn more about IFLA activities, 

• To prepare and encourage the new LIS generation to participate in IFLA activities. 

The target group is LIS students from all over the world, who are enrolled in a course of study for the 
“first professional qualification” (e.g. bachelor/graduate diploma/master) in the country of study. 
PhD students are not eligible for the award. 

All IFLA Sections are requested to open their Call for Papers to students. Accepted student papers 
will be presented either in the relevant Section’s conference session or, if appropriate, in the SET 
Open Session. 

To help students with less experience to write abstracts or papers, templates for both the abstract 
and the paper are published on the SET website. 

The criteria to measure the quality and relevance of papers are: 

• Relationship to the theme of the IFLA Congress and the sub theme/s of the relevant Section; 

• Relevant discussion of current issues in the topic field including reference to appropriate 
literature; 

• Quality of ideas, research methods, results or argument; 

• Quality of writing and referencing. 

The papers will be reviewed by the IFLA LIS Student Paper Award Committee, consisting of current 
elected members of the SET Standing Committee. Up to three finalists will be recognized by the 
committee for their outstanding achievements. From these three finalists, one winner will be chosen 
to receive financial support to attend the IFLA Congress. 

The award for the first place winner of the IFLA LIS Student Paper Award 2010 includes: 

• Current IFLA Congress registration fee plus grant for economy airfare and economical 
lodging, up to 2600 €, 

• 1 year’s free IFLA membership,  

• and publication of the paper in the IFLA Journal. 

Second and third place finalists will receive a certificate which may enable to find other sponsors in 
their own country. 

The first winner of the first IFLA LIS Student Paper Award was celebrated at the IFLA Conference in 
Milan, Italy, in 2009 . The winner was Agnese Perrone from Italy, and the German sponsor 
ekz.bibliotheksservice GmbH invited all IFLA delegates to a reception at his exhibition stand. IFLA 
President Claudia Lux herself presented the Award certificate to the winner. 

This year the IFLA LIS Student Paper Award will be presented by IFLA President Ellen Tise during the 
official IFLA press conference in Gothenburg, Sweden.  
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The award announcement is published on the SET website in the official IFLA languages: English, 
German, French, Spanish, Chinese, Arabic and beyond that in Portuguese and Catalan (the Russian 
translation is still in progress).2 

“Adopt a Student!” 
Another project was created in August 2009 during the IFLA conference in Milan, Italy. The idea was 
to bring together LIS students with well experienced IFLA professionals, following the slogan “Open a 
door to IFLA – open a door to IFLA’s network! IFLA – The Global Voice of Library and Information 
Services”. 

The goal is to draw Library and Information Science (LIS) students’ attention to IFLA through 
sponsoring a 1 year free IFLA student membership. The idea: Private and/or company sponsors play 
the role of LIS students’ mentors through taking over the fee for a 1 year student IFLA membership. 
Sponsors should make contact with a student to open the door to IFLA for him or her! They should 
stay in touch and encourage him/her to take part in IFLA activities, e.g. to apply for the IFLA LIS 
Student Paper Award, to serve as a conference volunteer, to follow IFLA Section’s activities and to 
take part in discussions through suggestions. 

LIS students will benefit through: 
• 1 year free subscription IFLA Journal. 
• Being informed about current research and developments in the field of LIS and in the world 

of libraries. 
• Keeping up to date with the latest trends in the field and future expectations. 
• Having the opportunity to directly contact library professionals and experts, to exchange 

experiences and to broaden their horizons. 
• Participating in the work of the Sections gives members and affiliates the benefit of sharing 

specialised expertise. 
• 1 free Section registration is included with the IFLA membership. 

NOTE: Neither IFLA membership nor participation in the “Adopt a Student!” program includes any 
reimbursement for expenses incurred when attending the IFLA conference. 

Below are LIS students, already familiar with IFLA, remarking about their experiences with IFLA and 
how it prepares them for a future as “global librarian”: 

• ... I was encouraged and adviced to present a Poster about a book project on multicultural 
library services at the World Library and Information Congress in Quebec, Canada, 2008. 

• ... I was invited to an internship at the Library of Congress, Washington D.C. 
• … we have been invited to write an article for an LIS Journal about the theme of our poster, 

presented at the IFLA conference in Milan, Italy, 2009. 
• … I got publisher’s experience through volunteering for the “IFLA Express” in Milan, Italy, 

2009. 
• ... as an Arabic LIS student I got the opportunity to present my research project at the IFLA 

Conference Poster Session in Milan, Italy, 2009, and to discuss my ideas with LIS 
professionals from all over ther world. 

                                                            
2 http://www.ifla.org/en/set/adopt‐a‐student. 



7 
 

The program is running successfully.  At the end of April, 2010, 65 sponsors were registered while 42 
students had applied for the program. Students and sponsors from all over the world were matched 
around the world. Students from Canada, China, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Hong Kong, Iran, New 
Zealand, Romania, UK, and USA are connected with sponsors from Australia, Canada, China, Finland, 
France, Germany, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, UK, and USA. 

Some student members of the program have been accepted to present a poster about the issue at 
the IFLA conference in Gothenburg this year. They have already provided international platforms 
where all participants may share their impressions and experiences, at LinkedIn: 

 

 

The “Adopt a Student!” program will be inaugurated this year by IFLA president Ellen Tise at the IFLA 
conference in Gothenburg with a special event. All IFLA delegates are invited to join, to share their 
visions and experiences with sponsors and “adopted” LIS students! Thanks to our sponsor ProQuest 
a reception will take place at his exhibition stand. Exact date and time will be announced in time in 
the IFLA Express. 

The “Adopt a Student!” brochure is published on the SET website in official IFLA languages: English, 
German, French, Spanish, Chinese, Arabic and beyond that in Portuguese and Catalan (the Russian 
translation is still in progress). 3 

Conclusion 
There are some very interesting opportunities for LIS students to become a “Global Librarian” – on 
national, European and the international level. Going abroad and getting a broader view of 

                                                            
3 http://www.ifla.org/en/set/adopt‐a‐student. 
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librarianship will prepare them for their professional future and open their eyes for to an 
international career. Participating in international networks like BI Interntional, BOBCATSSS and IFLA 
will not only help the LIS comunity  to “become younger” but also help the LIS future generation to 
expand their professional future perspectives – both in their home country and internationally. 
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