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• Is the leading international body representing the interests of 

library and information services and their users.  
 

• It is the global voice of the library and information 

profession. 

>1500 
members 

150 
countries 

International Federation of Library Associations and 

Institutions (IFLA) 



Sections engaged in questions around Open Access 
 

• Advisory Committee on Copyright and other Legal Matters 

• Advisory Committee on Freedom of Access to Information and Freedom of Expression 

• Section on Academic and Research Libraries 

• Section on Serials and Other Continuing Resources 

• Section on Science and Technology Libraries 

• Library Publishing Special Interest Group 

• Management of Library Associations Section 

• Health and Bioscience Libraries 

• Asia-Oceania Section 

• Reference and Information Services Section 

• Acquisitions and Collections Section 

• Knowledge Management Section 

• Information Technology Section 

• Big Data Special Interest Group 

• Law Libraries Section… 
 



Definition of an Open Access Contribution  
(Source – Berlin Declaration 2003) 
 

Establishing open access as a worthwhile procedure ideally requires the active commitment of each and every individual producer of scientific knowledge and 

holder of cultural heritage. Open access contributions include original scientific research results, raw data and metadata, source materials, digital 

representations of pictorial and graphical materials and scholarly multimedia material.  

 

Open access contributions must satisfy two conditions:  

 

1. The author(s) and right holder(s) of such contributions grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable, worldwide, right of access to, and a license to copy, 

use, distribute, transmit and display the work publicly and to make and distribute derivative works, in any digital medium for any responsible purpose, 

subject to proper attribution of authorship (community standards, will continue to provide the mechanism for enforcement of proper attribution and 

responsible use of the published work, as they do now), as well as the right to make small numbers of printed copies for thei r personal use.  

2. A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials, including a copy of the permission as stated above, in an appropriate standard electronic 

format is deposited (and thus published) in at least one online repository using suitable technical standards (such as the Open Archive definitions) that 

is supported and maintained by an academic institution, scholarly society, government agency, or other well -established organization that seeks to enable 

open access, unrestricted distribution, inter operability, and long-term archiving.” 

Source: Hajotthu, CC-BY-SA 3.0, https://bit.ly/2XxOMqJ 



IFLA Statement (2004) 
 

OA as a driver of information equality 

 

OA as a driver of integrity 

 

Recommendations: 

• Protect the moral rights of authors 

• Adopt effective peer review 

• Oppose censorship 

• Protect the public domain and copyright exceptions/user rights 

• Support publication and access by those who may be disadvantaged 

• Support efforts to develop new models 

• Implement measures for preservation, access and authentication 

Source: Patrick Agwu, CC-BY 4.0, https://bit.ly/3i7IfMJ 

https://www.ifla.org/publications/ifla-statement-on-open-access-to-scholarly-literature-and-research-documentation


IFLA Statement (2011) 
 

Open Access with a strong focus on access 

 

Unsustainability of current models, and sub-optimal outcomes for researchers, readers, governments 

and societies 

 

Active role of librarians in raising awareness, educating, developing infrastructure, supporting OA 

publishing, and creating content 

 

Need for advocacy and partnerships 

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/hq/news/documents/ifla-statement-on-open-access.pdf


Draft IFLA Statement (2021) 
 

Extension to wider Open Science/Open Scholarship 
 

Rights-based approach 
 

Underline contribution of Open Science to Sustainable Development 
 

Importance of equity and inclusivity, and of recognising diverse routes to Open 
 

Importance of enablers of participation, such as internet access, as well as Open Science infrastructure 

Source: Ludovic Courtès, CC-BY-SA 3.0, https://bit.ly/39tTPhD 



Voluntary Measures 
 

Wellcome Call (January 2020) 
 

ICOLC Statement (March 2020) 
 

Open COVID Pledge (April 2020) 

Source: Britannica.com, Public Domain, https://www.britannica.com/technology/printing-

press 

https://wellcome.org/coronavirus-covid-19/open-data
https://wellcome.org/coronavirus-covid-19/open-data
https://wellcome.org/coronavirus-covid-19/open-data
https://icolc.net/statement/statement-global-covid-19-pandemic-and-its-impact-library-services-and-resources
https://opencovidpledge.org/


Photo Romano123, CC-BY-SA 3.0, https://bit.ly/3sh2Pz2 

International Pressure 
 

Public Health Emergency COVID-19 Initiative (March 2020) 
 

Geneva Call (October 2020) 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/covid-19/?cmp=1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/covid-19/?cmp=1
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/covid-19/?cmp=1
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/joint-appeal-for-open-science


 

Looking Forwards 
 

Avoiding backwash 
 

UNESCO Open Science Recommendation 
 

OA4SDGs: Making the case at the United Nations 
 

World Intellectual Property Organization and beyond 
 

Avoiding distractions and pitfalls 
 

Working in parallel on enablers 

 

 

 



Thank You! 


